WELCOME TO BORTHWICK WATER
This Welcome Pack contains a lot of information about the valley,
its institutions, administration, regular events and the local
services. It is intended for people new to the valley, residents,
holiday makers, visitors and guests, and as a handy compilation
for every household.
It has been produced in a digital format so that information can
be brought up to date easily and to enable you to print copies as
you wish.
The Welcome Pack has been produced by the Borthwick Water
Community Development Trust (CDT). The idea for the Pack was
put forward by the community and incorporated into the
Community Plan. The CDT gratefully acknowledges the financial
support originally given by the Big Lottery Fund through the
Awards for All programme, without which this project would not
have been possible. The editorial work and updating of the pack
is undertaken by trustees of the CDT.
We hope you find this Welcome Pack useful, if you have any
suggestions or comments trustees of the CDT will be happy to
receive your feedback.

INDEX
A

Geography and History
Borthwick Water
Roberton

B

Valley Institutions
Upper Teviotdale and Borthwick Water Community Council
Borthwick Water Community Development Trust
Roberton Kirk
Forman Memorial Hall
Borthwick Water Newsletter
Roberton Scottish Women's Institute

C

Administration
Scottish Parliament and Westminster Parliament
Scottish Borders Council Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
SB Local
Annual events; weekly and monthly events

E

In the Valley
Farms and small holdings
Holiday cottages and local produce
Chisholme Institute

F

Services

Medical services
Emergency services
Churches, Clubs and Groups
Useful local phone numbers:
Community councillors:
Ian Robson

01450 880 278

Vacant Position
Community Development Trust (CDT):
Chair: David Warwick
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Borthwick Water
This is the name of the land through which the Borthwick Water
flows and which is also known as the parish of Roberton. The
river is a tributary of the Teviot, with the confluence of the two
occurring just south west of Martin's Bridge, two miles out of

Hawick. The Teviot, being itself a tributary of the Tweed, the
whole area is also defined as part of the Tweed catchment.
The valley is about fifteen miles long and up to five miles wide.
About a hundred households lie in its territory and about 180
voters on the electoral roll. The main occupation is farming, with
farms and smallholdings along the whole length of the valley.
However, in terms of population, farmers are now in the minority,
with many people working out with the valley and in a variety of
occupations.
Geologically the region is part of the Southern Upland district,
whose rocks were mainly formed in Ordovician and Silurian eras,
between 490 and 420 million years ago. Initially sand and mud
on the floor of the Lapetus ocean that separated Scotland from
England, the rocks presence bears testimony to the continental
collision that joined these land masses up. In the valley the most
common rock is grey wackie, which is a form of shale.
In her book Borthwick Water, Kathleen W. Stewart reports that
the first mention of the place is found in a charter of Robert I in
the fifteenth century, where it is mentioned as Kirkborthwick.
Mrs Stewart then draws from the Rev. Mr James Hay's first
Statistical Account of 1794. It was stated that the parish was
noted for the breeding and feeding of sheep, while all kinds of
grain and some wheat were grown. Peat was the principal fuel,
there were only a few trees but new plantations were being
planted.
The present church was built in 1863. The school at Roberton
was in operation from 1765 and the present building was erected
in 1875. The school closed in 2010 and the children now go into
Hawick. There was also a school at Howpasley and another at
Redford Green. The village of Roberton also has a Hall, donated
in memory of her husband by Mrs Forman of Borthwickshiels in
1923. In the 1840s there was a disruption within the established
Church of Scotland and the Free Kirks came into being and in
1844 the United Free Kirk was built beside the Borthwick Water
at the Snoot. This building was gifted to the Scottish Youth
Hostel Association in 1935 and became the Snoot Youth Hostel.
It was sold as a private house in the 1990s.
After the Second World War the Forestry Commission started
buying up the more remote farms, a process that continued up to
the early 1990s and there is now continuous managed forest
from Craik through to Eskdalemuir and beyond, mainly

composed of Sitka spruce. Forestry, both with the Commission
and the commercial industry, has become a key enterprise.
The wildlife in the valley is rich and varied. The river contains
trout, eels and minnows, with salmon coming to spawn. There
are deer, otters, foxes, stoats, weasels, moles and badgers. This is
still a red squirrel area, although the greys are putting them
under pressure. There is a recently formed local group working to
conserve the red squirrel. Several species of bat are commonly
found and sand lizards and adders represent the reptile life in
addition to toads, frogs and newts.
Buzzards returned to the valley in the early 1990s and an Osprey
has been seen in recent years with rumours of a Golden Eagle in
the vicinity. As in other Borders valleys oystercatchers have come
further inland over the years. The most common garden birds are
blue tits and chaffinches, alongside coal tits, great tits, robins,
blackbirds, thrushes, dunnocks and wrens. In the summer are
found swallows, martins, flycatchers, siskins and warblers. In the
woodlands can be seen tree creepers and the nuthatch, on the
moors Jack snipe, woodcock, lapwing, kestrels. This list is far
from exhaustive, as there are wild duck, swans, kingfishers and
many other varieties of birds.
There are many wild flowers, butterflies, moths and dragonflies,
and of course, the dreaded midge!

Roberton
This is an historical perspective drawn from the Ordnance
Gazetteer of Scotland; A survey of Scottish Topography,
Statistical, Biographical and Historical, edited by Francis H.
Groome and originally published in parts by Thomas C. Jack,
Edinburgh 18821885.
Roberton, a parish of Roxburgh and Selkirk shires, containing
the hamlet of Deanburnhaugh, on the Dean Burn near its
junction with Borthwick Water, 7¾ miles WSW of Hawick, under
which it has a post office. At no distant date this hamlet
contained above 100 inhabitants; now its population is under 20.
The parish is bounded NE by Ashkirk and Wilton, SE by Hawick
and Teviothead, SW by Eskdalemuir in Dumfriesshire, and NW

by Ettrick, Kirkhope, and Selkirk (detached). Its utmost length,
from NE to SW, is 12 5/8 miles; its utmost breadth is 5¼ miles;
and its area is 46 1/3 square miles or 29,666½ acres, of which
247 are water, and 18,0381/4 belong to Roxburghshire,
11,6281/4 to
Selkirkshire. Borthwick Water, rising close to the Dumfriesshire
border at an altitude of 1400 feet, winds 14 7/8 miles north
eastward and eastward, until it passes off from the parish 1 3/8
mile above its influx to the Teviot; and during this course it is fed
by a score of burns. Rankle Burn runs 2¾ miles northeastward
along the Ettrick boundary; and Ale Water, rising near
Henwoodie, at an altitude of 1100 feet, runs 8 miles north
eastward, at one point traversing Alemuir Loch (¼x¼mile), and,
lower down, tracing for 2 3/8 miles the Ashkirk boundary.
Kingside Loch (2 1/3 x 1 2/3 furl.) on the Ettrick boundary has
been drained; but other lakes, still existing, are Helimuir Loch
(3½ x 2¼furl.) on the Kirkhope boundary, Crooked Loch (2 x 1
furl.) at the meetingpoint with Kirkhope and Ettrick, and smaller
Windylaw, Philhope, Broadlee, and Bog Lochs in the interior.
Where Borthwick Water quits the parish, the surface declines to
close on 500 feet above the sea; and chief elevations to the NW of
the stream, as one goes up the glen, are *Borthaugh Hill (880
feet), Highchesters Hill (848), Smasha Hill (1092), Hangingshaw
Hill (1044), Firestane Edge (1155), Mid Hill (1207), *Coutlair
Knowe (1371), Crib Law (1389), Long Tae (1438), and *Craik
Cross 'MI (1482); to the SE, Todshaw
Hill (938), *High Seat (1140), *Calfshaw Head (1320), *Pike Hill
(1369), and *Stock Hill (1561), where asterisks mark those
summits that culminate on the confines of the parish. Thus
Roberton, though not far distant from the centre of the southern
Highlands, and though walled in by one of the middle stretches of
their watersheds, is not strictly mountainous, and possesses both
lowness of surface and softness or feature compared with either
Ettrick on its one side, or Liddesdale on its other. The two vales
which, to a certain extent, traverse it lengthwise, are narrow
along the bottom, or are the merest glens; but they have gently
sloping screens, and, except where beautified with wood, are in a
state of cultivation. The hills are as rich in all the common kinds
of game as the waters are in fish, so that the district is an
attractive one to the sportsman. Though heath stretches out in
patches, and almost every farm has its particular moss, the lands

of the parish may, in general, be viewed as an assemblage of
green hills, pleasantly and richly pastoral. The rocks are mainly
Silurian, but include a seam of excellent ironstone. The soil in the
bottom of Borthwick vale is of good quality; on the skirts and
lower parts of the hills is gravelly, shallow, and dry; and on their
summits is wet and boggy. Barely 2000 acres are either regularly
or occasionally in tillage; about 500 are under wood; and the rest
of the parish, not covered with moss, is principally cattle pasture
or sheepwalk. The antiquities include a reach of the Catrail and
six or seven camps, some Caledonian and some Roman, but all
locally known as Picts' works. Mansions, all noticed separately,
are Borthwickbrae, BorthwickShiels, Chisholm, Harden, and
Hoscote; and 6 proprietors hold each an annual value of more, 3
of less, than £500. Roberton is in the presbytery of Selkirk and
the synod of Merse and Teviotdale; the living is worth £353. The
old parish church, 3 furlongs from the left bank of Borthwick
Water, and 5 miles W of Hawick, was probably built in 1659 (the
date upon it), to supersede the older kirk of Hassendean. The new
parish church, nearer the public road, was built in 1863 at a cost
of £2000, and is a good Gothic edifice, containing 328 sittings.
Two public schools, Howpasley and Roberton, with respective
accommodation for 36 and 122 children, had (1884) an average
attendance of 13 and 79, and grants of £26, 17s. 6d. and £77,
14s. 6d. Valuation (1864) £9806, 16s. 7d., (1885) £10,068, 3s.
10d., of which £6212, 19s. 1d. was for the Roxburghshire
portion. Pop. (1801) 618, (1841) 757, (1861) 640, (1871) 593,
(1881) 567, of whom 317 were in
Roxburghshire.—Ord. Sur., shs. 17,16, 1864.
Books
The two key books about Borthwick Water are:
Borthwick Water; two centuries of life in the Parish of Roberton,
Kathleen W. Stewart, published by the author
The Borthwick Water 2000, published by the Community Council
and the Millennium Commission
The book was assembled from accounts from every household
from Howpasley to Martin's Bridge, with a foreword by Tom
Warwick.
For local history refer to:

Borthwick Wa'as, Kathleen W. Stewart
And more generally:
The Reivers: The Story of the Border Reivers, Alistair Moffat
The Borders, Alistair Moffat
For reference to Roberton: Private Memoirs and Confessions of a
Justified Sinner, James Hogg, Penguin Classics
The Shepherd's Calendar, James Hogg (collected works)
Biography: Ettrick Shepherd: A Likeness of James Hogg, Karl
Miller

Roberton Walks
This is a booklet designed and produced by a CDT Trustee, Eileen
Randall and local valley resident Daniele Friell.
The booklet presents a selection of walks, mostly circular, with
photographs and snippets of local historical interest and most
offering spectacular and panoramic views.
Booklets can be obtained from selected High Street stores in
Hawick or from any of the CDT Trustees.

Upper Teviotdale and Borthwick Water Community Council

Formed in the mid1990s the Community Council covers the
Borthwick Water area, the land along the A7, through Newmill,
Teviothead to Mosspaul and stretches across to part of the Slitrig
from Hawick to Stobs. It is one of the largest Community
Councils in the area and, with a population of only about 450
people, one of the smallest in terms of registered voters.
There are 10 community councillors, who attend meetings every
two months, usually on the first Monday of the months of
January, March, May, July, September and November. The July
meeting is normally preceded by the AGM. These meetings also

rotate in location and are held at Newmill Hall, Teviothead Hall
and the Forman Hall in Roberton. Meetings are open to the
public.
Community Councils provide a grass roots link between
constituents and the local council. They were set up to act as the
forum for local government to inform the local community of its
plans and to consult with the local community where it required
such feedback. The Community Council is also the place for local
concerns to be raised with the local government. All three
Scottish Borders Council councillors for the Hawick and
Hermitage ward are ex officio members of this Community
Council. The local community police officer also normally attends
meetings.
The Community Council now has its own website that can be
found at: www.thethreerivers.org.uk
The current member lives in the Borthwick Water area.
Ian Robson, Craik 880278
The second Community Councillor position is currently vacant.

Borthwick Water Community Development Trust
Charity registration No SCO38428

The Trust, or CDT as it has become known, was registered as a
Company Limited by Guarantee in March 2006, and it has
subsequently been accepted as a Charity.
In 2019 the CDT converted to a SCIO (Scottish Charitable
Incorporated Organisation).
The CDT is a nonprofitdistributing company, existing solely for
the benefit and advancement of the community. Its statutory
objectives aim to improve education, recreation and social welfare
of the community, as well as having the facility to manage assets
and businesses on behalf of the community. In pursuing these
objectives, the CDT is charged with following principles of
sustainable development, which means that its actions should
meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs.
The CDT has a defined community, structured by certain
postcodes which broadly cover the Borthwick Valley from the A7
to Craik, including an extension along the B711 to Buccleuch.

For a nominal fee, Ordinary Membership is open those over 18
years of age who live in the defined area and are entitled to vote
in a polling district covered by the Trust. There are arrangements
for Junior Membership as well as Associate Membership on a
nonvoting basis. The CDT is run by a Board of Trustees directly
elected by the Ordinary Members at an Annual General Meeting,
each Trustee being elected for a period of two years. The Trust is
also served by a Chair, Secretary and a Bookkeeper.
The initial work of the CDT was defined by a Community Plan,
which was drawn up and accepted by the community in 2006
and it remains ready to act on behalf of the community on any
appropriate matter. The CDT will at all times seek to work in
harmony with existing organisations serving the community as
well as private businesses. It is important to keep in mind that
the CDT is an organisation, which is owned and run by the
community, and exists solely for the benefit of the community.
This is why membership is important and is the route by which
individuals can influence future activities. New residents to the
community will be warmly welcomed into membership, and
meetings can be arranged to explain current structures and
activities on request to the Secretary.
This is a brief summary and the full details are contained in the
CDT's Memorandum and Articles of Association. These
documents are available for inspection by contacting the
Secretary, who can also assist with membership enquiries.

Contact Details for Trustees (January 2020)
David Warwick (Chairman):

01450 880 276

Tamsin Growden: (Secretary):

01450 880 621

Emily Metcalfe:

01450 880 262

Dave Cawthorn:

01450 880 783

Alan Bone:

01450 373 508

Bruce Sansom:

01450 880 217

Eileen Randall:

01450 880 287

Roberton Kirk
The earliest known church in the Parish of Roberton was located
between Borthwickbrae and Borthwick wa'as and known as
Kirkborthwick in 1312. The first parish church was built in 1690.
It was located above the Manse and cemetery, and its materials
were taken from Hassendean church, which was discontinued.
The present Kirk was built in 1864 on the beautiful site freely
given by George Pott of Todrig. George Pott, his wife and
daughters are commemorated by two stained glass windows in
the building.
The Church was united with the United Free Church at the Snoot
in 1927 and it was later joined with the Teviot Church in Hawick.
It is now known as Teviot and Roberton Church.
Services are no longer held regularly at the Kirk, but special
services are offered throughout the year. The church is available
for weddings and funerals.
The contact details for all matters referring to the Kirk are:
Mrs P. Sutherland 375150 or Rev. Alistair Cook 378 175
Roberton Primary School
The earliest record of a teacher at Roberton was in 1765. In 1834
the school was rebuilt and extended in 1875. There have only
been 12 teachers between 1833 and the closure of the school in
2010.
In 1873 the school at Howpasley came under the Roberton
School Board, having been a private school before then. At the
end of the summer term 1947 the school closed and the children
transferred to Roberton.
The school catered for children from P1 to P5, after which they
transferred to Drumlanrig Primary School in Hawick.
The children performed a Nativity play every December, to which
the valley residents were invited. The school also hosted a coffee
evening/school concert every summer, which was a fund raising
event.
Due to falling numbers, the school closed in the summer of 2010.

Forman Memorial Hall
Our local Hall plays an important part in the life of our valley. We
are fortunate in having the facilities on offer. It was built by Mrs.
Forman of Borthwickshiels in memory of her husband, and
officially opened by John Buchan in 1923.
It can be hired for many functions including children's parties,
weddings, anniversaries and birthdays. Many fund raising events
are also held here.
Borthwick Water Traditional Music Group (winter months on
the last Wednesday between 7.00pm and 9.00pm)  Anyone can
join in with any musical instrument (including voice) in a relaxed
and friendly session. There will also be a break for tea or coffee
and a blether.
Contact Donald Knox on 01450 880256
Dancing Classes (OctoberMarch on Tuesday nights between
8.00pm and 10.00pm)  A mixture of old and new ceilidh, old time
and Scottish country dances will be taught and danced to live
music.
Contact Nancy Whiteley on 01450 372170
Mind & Body Workout (spring, autumn and winter months in 6
week blocks on Thursday evenings starting at 6.45pm)  The
stretching and relaxation is like yoga. All you need is loose comfy
clothing and a yoga mat if possible. There will be the chance for
refreshments at the end.
Contact Sandra Knox on 01450 880 256
For other events please see Newsletter.
Charges for hiring of the Hall:
Hall charges are available on the following website:
http://www.borthwickwater.co.uk/content/forma

nmemorialhallbookings
To make a booking telephone Margaret Chaplin on
01450 880 222
If you need any assistance Sandra Knox
(Secretary) will be glad to help. Telephone 01450
880 256.

Borthwick Water Newsletter
The CDT is the community body that produces the valley
Newsletter. The Newsletter publishes ten issues a year starting in
February and every month thereafter (except for August) through
to the start of December. The Newsletter brings news and views
on as much of valley life as possible and includes diary dates for
events and small advertisements for local services.
The Newsletter began in April 2001, at the time of foot and mouth
epidemic, in order to provide information as to what was
happening. It was soon established as a valley medium for
communication. At first it appeared every other month, six issues
a year, but in 2006, with the help of a grant from Awards for All,
it expanded to its present ten issues a year.
The Newsletter has always tried to be selffinancing, even though
there is no annual subscription. Recipients of the newsletter are
asked to make a donation as and when they wish, we are
currently looking to reduce the costs of publishing and
encouraging people to receive the Newsletter electronically.
Printed copies of the Newsletter are distributed by a team of
volunteers, who each deliver copies in their immediate
neighbourhood. People who live out with the valley can subscribe
to the Newsletter; in this case it is posted to them for an annual
subscription that currently stands at £7. Copies sent via email
are free of charge.
Over the years more than sixty valley residents have written for
the Newsletter, including numerous schoolchildren, and people
from out with our area.

Roberton S.W.I.
The Roberton branch of the Scottish Women’s Institute was
formed in 1922 and is one of the oldest in Roxburghshire.
The Institute meets on the second Wednesday of each month and
there is a varied programme on offer throughout the year with
illustrated talks and demonstrations on many subjects, as well as
an evening outing during the summer.
There are approximately fifteen members, and any ladies
interested in joining the group would be most welcome.
The meetings are held in the Forman Hall, starting at 7.15pm
and there is a yearly subscription.
Administration
John Lamont of the Scottish Conservative and Unionist party is
the elected MP for the Berwickshire, Roxburgh and Selkirk
County Constituency.
Member of Parliament:
Parliamentary:

John Lamont MP
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA

Email:
Constituency Office:

john.lamont.mp@parliament.uk

25 High Street,
Hawick,
TD9 9BU
Tel: 01450 375 948

Web & Social media:

Twitter: @John2Win

Website:

https://www.johnlamont.org/contact

Facebook:

facebook.com/JohnLamontBorders

Rachael Hamilton of the Scottish Conservative and Unionist party
is the elected SMP for Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire:

Constituency Office:

7 Abbey Court
Kelso
TD5 7JA

Telephone:
Email:

01573 224 862
Rachael.Hamilton.MSP@parliament.scot

Regional MSPs for South Scotland:
Everyone in Scotland is represented by eight MSPs: one for their
constituency and seven for the larger region in which they live.
For issues that are dealt with by the Scottish Parliament, each
constituent can decide which of their eight MSPs they would
prefer to contact. For example, a constituent may wish to contact
an MSP from a particular party or one whom they have heard of
locally.

Colin Smyth: (Lab)
Colin.Smyth.msp@parliament.scot
Joan McAlpine: (SNP)
Joan.McAlpine.msp@parliament.scot
Emma Harper: (SNP)
Emma.Harper.msp@parliament.scot
Claudia Beamish: (Lab)
Claudia.Beamish.msp@parliament.scot
Michelle Ballantyne: (Con)
Michelle.Ballantyne.msp@parliament.scot

Brian Whittle: (Con)
Brian.Whittle.msp@parliament.scot
Paul Wheelhouse: (SNP)
Paul.Wheelhouse.msp@parliament.scot

Scottish Borders Council
Council Headquarters, Newtown St. Boswells, Melrose, TD6 OSA
01835 824000
enquiries@scotborders.qov.uk www.scotborders.gov.uk
Hawick and Hermitage Ward Councillors
David Paterson:
Watson McAteer:

George Turnbull:

0300 100 220
dpaterson@scotborders.gov.uk
0300 100 220
watson.mcateer@scotborders.gov.
uk
0300 100 220
gturnbull@scotborders.gov.uk

Hawick Town Hall
Council tax/benefits:
Roads/cleansing/environment:
Admin/licensing/committees:
Planning:
Social work services:

01450
729
01450
706
01450
991
01450
705
01450
545

364
364
375
364
374

Reduce Reuse Recycle
Scottish Borders Council undertakes waste management for the
region. There are two ways in which rubbish is collected at the
kerbside:
Items that cannot be recycled go into the grey lidded wheeled bin
which is collected on alternate Mondays.
Recyclable materials are placed into the blue lidded wheeled bin
and is collected on alternate Tuesdays.
A collection calendar can be requested from Scottish Borders
Council 0300 100 1800.
The recyclable items can be:
Cans, aerosol cans, plastic bottles, tetra pak cartons, plastic
bags, cling film, plastic wrappers, clear plastic, cardboard,
catalogues, brochures, envelopes, junk mail, magazines,
newspapers, office paper and telephone directories.
Glass, cans and textiles can be recycled at collection points such
as at the Common Haugh in Hawick, Sainsbury’s, Morrisons or
at the recycling centre in Mansfield Road (past the rugby club).
For all enquiries about waste management, rubbish collections
etc telephone: 0300 100 1800.
The Recycling Centre in Mansfield Road, Hawick will accept all
manner of refuse including general waste. Please be aware of
opening times which vary summer to winter. Normally closed
every Wednesday and for lunch 1.15 pm until 2.00 pm.

SB LOCAL
This is a FREE rapid response service provided by the Council to
undertake the following tasks:
• Minor road repairs • Litter control • Fly tipping control • Small
scale drainage issues • Cleaning and repairing road signs •
Cutting back vegetation that obscures the road • Repairs to
potholes • Graffiti removal
Simply telephone: 0300 100 1800
SB Alert
To find out what's really happening in our area  receive regular
updates on crime, scams, weather warnings, road closures, and
other emergencies simply join SB Alert community to receive free
information for the area where you live or work in the Scottish
Borders  straight to your inbox or phone:


Crime and community safety information



Crime prevention advice



Traffic Information



Weather warnings

https://www.sbalert.co.uk/index.asp

Annual Events
May/June:

Hawick Common Riding
Roberton Rideout, Philhope and
Mosspaul

July:

Cream Teas at the Hall, Produce stalls
at the Hall

September:

The Roberton Show

October:

Harvest Supper

December:

Carol Service

Monthly and Weekly Events:
Bimonthly:
Monthly:

Community Council
meetings
S.W.I. meetings

Weekly:
Saturday Market:

Hawick Common Haugh

Farms and Smallholdings
Borthaugh:

Mr C. Bridgewater

Borthwickbrae/Burnfoot:

Vacant

Borthwick Mains:

Mr R. Noseworthy

Borthwickshiels:

Mr McIntosh

Broadlee & Philhope:

Mr J Scott

Drycleuchlea:

Mrs E. Randall

East Buccleuch:

Mr & Mrs D. Anderson

Easter Alemoor:

Mr & Mrs S. Anderson

East Redford Green:

Mr & Mrs A. Anderson

Girnwood:

Mr & Mrs D. Warwick

Greenbanks:

Mr & Mrs R. Bell

Harden:

Lord & Lady Polwarth

Highchesters:
Hoscote:

Mr & Mrs E. Johnson
Mr M. Compagnoni & Mr B.

Sansom
Howcleuch:

Mr J. Thomson

Howpasley:

Mr T. Earle

Kirk O'er:

Mr & Mrs R. Grieve

Meadshaw :

Mr & Mrs W. Friell

Milsington:

Mrs K. Stewart

Parkhill & Woodburn:
Todshawhaugh:

Mr & Mrs R. Anderson
Mr & Mrs C. Hobday &
Mr J. Hobday

Wester Alemoor:

Mrs I. Lauder

Whitslade:

Mr McIntosh

Holiday Cottages/B&B
There are holiday cottages at Harden, Meadshaw, Roberton,
Borthwickmains, Borthwickbrae, Girnwood and Hoscote.
Whitchester Christian Guest House and Retreat
(http://www.whitchester.org.uk/)

Local Produce
Several farms and smallholdings have eggs for sale.
Lamb, beef and pork can be bought from some farms by
arrangement.
There are several honey producers in the valley.
The produce stalls at the Forman Hall in July offer a range of
vegetables, herbs, plants and other produce, together with locally
produced arts and crafts.

Available produce is often advertised in the Borthwick Water
Newsletter or by a notice at the farm or property.
Chisholme Institute
The Chisholme Institute is a retreat centre and school for
selfknowledge, surrounded by moorland, pastures and forest, the
Chisholme estate is a place of great natural beauty.
Chisholme is open throughout the year. Courses range in length
from a weekend to six months. The educational context is
continuous and designed to address body, mind and spirit in a
balanced and integrated way.
The heart of the Chisholme estate is a Georgian country house,
built in 1752, surrounded by traditional estate buildings which
have been converted for accommodation set in 187 acres of mixed
pasture and woods, on the edge of open moorland. The estate is
an integrated whole, a perfect and beautiful setting for an
education founded upon the core principle of the unity of all
existence.
History of Chisholme
Chisholme House is set in an estate of nearly 200 acres in the
Scottish Borders.
Originally the seat of the southern branch of Clan Chisholme, it
went out of the family's possession in the early part of the 20th
century.
In the 1950s the estate was abandoned and the house fell into
serious disrepair. Its fortunes turned in 1973, when it was taken
on by a group of intrepid young people who were looking for a
suitable place for a school and retreat centre. In the true
pioneering spirit of that time, they embarked on a huge
renovation project, despite total lack of funds or the most basic
facilities such as electricity, hot water, or even just glass for the
windows. Over subsequent years, the original band of young
people has grown into a steady stream of visitors, volunteers and
students. With their help the once derelict estate became

transformed into a suitable place to offer retreat facilities and
courses in selfenquiry.
Early History of Chisholme
The present Chisholme House was built in 1752, probably as a
hunting lodge for the southern branch of the Clan of Chisholme.
In the eighteenth century it passed into the hands of Sir William
Douglas of Drumlanrig then to Lord Hume. Then, when the latter
fell from Royal favour, the estate was ceded to the Crown. In
about 1826 Mr. William Chisholme, a member of the Selkirk
branch of the family who had made a fortune in Jamaica, bought
back the estate and it remained in the Chisholme family until
about 1871.
Late 19th Century
At the end of the nineteenth century, it was bought by a Mr.
Henderson, who added the wing, modernised the cottages,
installed a new water system, including a hydraulic ram still in
use for supplementing the water supply in summer, and built the
road and the bridge at Woodburn.
20th Century
After his death in the 1930s the estate was bought by Mr. Bruce
who is still remembered in the area. In 1950 Chisholme was put
on the market by Mr. Bruce's nephew, and large areas of the
estate, including Parkhill and Woodburn farms, were auctioned
off. From then on, due to complicated property exchanges, deaths
and bankruptcies in the 1950s, Chisholme was left without a
resident owner and gradually fell into decay. In the 1970s work
began to convert the property into a study and retreat centre;
restoration and development are continuing to the present day.
The estate surrounding it was 112 acres, but the state of the
house was such an urgent priority that 100 acres were sold to
provide repair funds. However, by 1986 all the land belonging to
the original Chisholme estate had been repurchased and
returned to Chisholme.
The house is listed Grade II with the Historic Buildings Council of
Scotland, who supported the initial phase of the restoration.

Contact:
(http://www.beshara.org/chisholme/aboutchisholme/ChisholmeLtdInfoPag
e.html)

Services:
Medical:
Borders General Hospital:
General:
Accident and emergency:
Hawick Community Hospital:
NHS 24 Telehealth and Telecare:

01896 826 042
01896 826 981

01450 372 162
111

Hawick Health Centre Teviot Road
Enquiries:

01450 361 000

Appointments:

01450 372 999
01450 372 276

O'Connell Street Medical Centre:
Pharmacies
Hawick Health Centre:

01450 377 449

Boots, High Street:

01450 372 051

Crosby, N. Bridge Street:

01450 372 475

Lindsey & Gilmore, Oliver Place:

01450 372 757

Dentists

NHS 24:

0845300 0930
or
111

Community dentist (NHS):

01450 361 022

North Bridge Dental Clinic (private):

01450 372 187

G K Dental (NHS)  High Street:
Teviot Dental (Private)

01450 371 777

20 North Bridge Street:
Vision Dental (Emergency Repairs)

01450 372 476

Emergency Dental:

25 North Bridge Street:
01450 363 665
Community Dentist (Hawick Community Hospital)
Victoria Road:

01450 364 303

Services:

Emergency
For all emergencies:

999

Scottish Gas Emergencies:

0843 557 4307

S P Energy Networks:

0800 092 92 90

Scottish Water Emergency Number:
0845 601 8855
Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA)
Pollution report:

0800 80 70 60

Floodline:

0345 988 1188

Dumb Dumpers (Fly Tippers):
https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/DumbDumpers

Churches
St Mary's and Old Parish Church of Scotland, Hawick linked with
Teviot & Roberton Churches
Wilton Parish Church of Scotland and Teviothead Parish Church
of Scotland
Teviot and Roberton Church of Scotland
St Cuthbert's Church, Scottish Episcopal
Hawick Baptist Church
Trinity Parish Church, Church of Scotland, Hawick
Hawick Congregational Community Church
Salvation Army, Croft Road, Hawick
SS Mary and David, RC Church

Funeral Directors
Robson's (24hrs):

01450 370 760

John Beattie & Sons (24hrs):

01450 377 284

Civic Services
Hawick Public Library:
01450 372 637
There is a mobile library that visits the valley every three weeks.
A call to the library will inform you of the date of the next visit.
Hawick Museum, Wilton Park:

01450 373 457

Teviotdale Leisure Centre:

01450 374 440

Heart of Hawick:

01450 360 680

Heart of Hawick Cinema, Box Office:

01450 360 688

Post Office, Sandbed: (TD9 OHE)

01450 379 701

Post Office, Burnfoot: (TD 8EG)
Post Office, Dickson Street: (TD9 7EL)

01450 373 273

Scottish Forestry:

0131 370 5250

Clubs and Groups
Borders Organic Gardeners:

info@bordersorganicgardeners.org

Hawick Angling Club:

01450 373 771

Hawick Bowling Club:

01450 377 944

Wilton Bowling Club:

01450 370 014

Buccleuch Bowling Club:

01450 374 071

Jedburgh Golf Club:

01835 863 587

Hawick Golf Club:

01450 372 293

Minto Golf Club:

01450 870 220

Woll Golf Club:

01750 32711

Selkirk Golf Club:

01750 20621

Ashkirk Driving Range:

01750 32388

Hawick Youth Centre:

01450 373 208

Hawick Royal Albert FC:

01450 371 261

Hawick Rugby Football Club:

01450 370 707

Hawick & Wilton Cricket Club:

01450 373 934

Camera Club: (Admin Sec.)
http://www.hawickcameraclub.co.uk/contacts/co
ntacts.htm

Archaeology Society:

http://hawickhistory.scot/

50+ Walking Group:

01450 379 809
01450 374 100

Music, Film and Video Group:
www.hawickfilmvideogroup.weebly.com

Hawick Scout Group:

01450 371 097

https://www.borderscouts.org.uk/hawick

Girl Guides:
https://www.girlguidingscotland.org.uk/

Boys Brigade:
https://boysbrigade.org.uk/company/1sthawick/

Stamp and Postcard Club:
Pony Club

01450 372 870
dukeofbuccleuchs@pcuk.org

Riding for Disabled

https://www.borderrda.org.uk/

Ian Stark Equestrian Centre

01750 20202

Stable Life, Dryden Farm
01750 32208
Chisholm House (Beshara School): https://www.chisholme.org/

Contact details, programmes of events and information on other
groups may be found at the Public Library, Tower Mill or in the
Hawick Paper.

